COURSE OUTLINE

Name of Course:  The Latin American Short Story

Course Number: SPN 221
Institution:  Clackamas Community College
Credits:  03

Type of Program:  Transfer



Date: August 30, 2005

Outline Developed by:  Irma C. Bjerre

Course Description:  The course concentrates on reading and analyzing short stories of well-known Latin American authors.  This is a one term course.  It is geared toward students with experience in the spoken language who want to improve their reading and writing skills.  Prerequisite:  Completion of Spanish 203 or instructor's permission.

Course Objectives:  This course is intended to:

· Introduce students to the basic make up of a short story.

· Teach students how to read, understand and analyze a short story.

· Teach students aspects of Latin American culture through readings.

· Improve students writing skills by reviewing the structure of the language.

· Help students expand their vocabulary in the Spanish language.

Student Learning Outcomes:  Students who successfully complete the course will be able to:

· Critically analyze short stories.

· Recognize the Latin American pattern of thought through short stories.

· Write short essays analyzing the readings.

· Be able to recognize and use literary vocabulary.

· Expand their vocabulary with words and expressions from various regions of Latin America.

Length of the Course:  One term.

Grading Method:  Letter Grade:  A, B, C, D, F and P N/P

Prerequisites:  Span 203 or instructor's permission.

Required Text:

Major Topic Outline:


1.  The Components of a Short Story.


2.  Analyzing a Short Story.


3.  Latin American Authors:  Gabriel Garcia  Márquez, Juan Rulfo,


     Maria Luisa Bombal, Isabel Allende and others.
          4.  Latin American Short Stories:  La siesta del martes, Los funerales 

               de la mamá grande, Diles que no me maten, No oyes ladrar los 

               perros, El árbol, Cuentos de Eva Luna.


5.  Differences between Written and Spoken Spanish.

          6.  Literary Styles Used in Spanish.

